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West Michigan:
Ottawa, Kent, Muskegon, 
Kalamazoo, Allegan, Newaygo 
counties

Grand Rapids, located in Kent County, is the second-
largest city in Michigan, behind Detroit.

In this state, jurisdictions called “Intermediate 
School Districts” correspond to counties and include 
all public and private P-12 schools within county 
lines. Grand Rapids
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Dual language (DL) or “immersion” 
program categories

One-way
1 group of students with a shared home 

language work to add a second language.
(English adding Spanish OR 

Spanish adding English)

Two-way
2 groups of students with different home 

languages work together to add the language 
of the other group.

(English adding Spanish AND 
Spanish adding English)

Bilingualism and biliteracy is the goal for both types of programs. 
The profile of the students for whom each program is designed is the 

difference.
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A combined total of approximately 
13,000 Latino English learners were 
enrolled in all the intermediate 
school districts lying in West 
Michigan.

All the one-way programs in West Michigan are 
designed for English-speaking students to acquire 
Spanish.

There are no one-way programs in West Michigan 
designed for Spanish-speaking students to acquire 
English.

Only about 1,000 Latino EL students in the region 
were enrolled in two-way programs designed to help 
them maintain and develop their Spanish as well as 
acquire English.

They represented only 1/5 of students enrolled in 
Spanish immersion programs.



Which students are we supporting to achieve bilingualism? 



In West Michigan, are the majority of Spanish immersion 
programs a form of disembodied bilingual education that is 

leading to language gentrification and displacement?

Is the same thing happening writ large 
across the United States?
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Listen to the 2-part 
“Inmersos/Immersed” 

podcast series in Spanish 
and English

https://tertuliapodcast.com/inmersos/

All the data I collected is publicly available here: 
https://tertuliapodcast.com/inmersos-datos/

https://tertuliapodcast.com/inmersos/
https://tertuliapodcast.com/inmersos-datos/

