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Sacred Steps:

The Camino de Santiago and World Pilgrimage
With George Greenia

Religious tourism and pilgrimage have emerged as the most
recession-proof form of discretionary travel within and among
nations. For many, Spain’s millenary Camino de Santiago is the
prestige model for showcasing cultural heritage, green tourism,
and even interfaith quests. In this session, George Greenia will
address how “Camino” has nearly become a brand name for a
transformative journey, with new “Caminos” springing up in
Ireland, England, Australia and Brazil, sometimes sponsored by
members of the countless Associations of Friends of the Spanish
Camino. The talk will also include a discussion of the post-Covid
Camino’s return, which is taking place with new intensity and
global value.

George Greenia is Professor Emeritus at William & Mary,
where he is co-founder of the university’s Program in Medieval
and Renaissance Studies and founder of the William & Mary
Institute for Pilgrimage Studies. Named Editor of the Year in 2007
by the Council of Editors of Learned Journals, he has published
extensively on Medieval Iberia and pilgrimage. For his work on
promoting the Camino de Santiago in the United States, Greenia
has received the Order of Isabel la Catdlica, as well as numerous
awards from organizations related to this historical pilgrimage.

El turismo religioso y la peregrinacion han despuntado como e/
tipo de viaje personal, tanto nacional como internacional, mas resistente a las crisis economicas. Para muchos,
el milenario Camino de Santiago en Espafia es el modelo a seguir por su exhibicion de patrimonio cultural,
turismo verde, e incluso iniciativas interreligiosas. En esta sesion, George Greenia abordard como la palabra
"Camino” estd por convertirse en una marca para designar cualquier viaje transformador, con la aparicion de
nuevos "Caminos” en Irlanda, Inglaterra, Australia y Brasil, a veces patrocinados por miembros de las numerosas
Asociaciones de Amigos del Camino espanol. La conferencia trataraé también el retorno del Camino tras la
pandemia, algo que ha hecho con renovada intensidad y un nuevo valor global.

George Greenia es Professor Emérito en William & Mary, donde es co-fundador de su Programa de Estudios
Medievales y Renacentistas y fundador de/ William & Mary Institute for Pilgrimage Studies. Nombrado Editor del
Afio en 2007 por el Council of Editors of Learned Journals, ha publicado extensamente sobre la Iberia medieval
y €l peregrinaje. Por su labor de difusion del Camino de Santiago en los Estados Unidos, ha recibido la Orden
de Isabel la Catdlica, ademds de varios reconocimientos por parte de organizaciones relacionadas con esta
historica peregrinacion.
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