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• Some of the ideas shared for this presentation are part of a 
forthcoming article:

“Hemispheric Quechua: Language education and reclamation within 
diasporic communities in the United States”
Americo Mendoza-Mori & Rachel Sprouse (2022): International 
Journal of the Sociology of Language

• Also from this published article:
“Quechua Language Programs in the United States: Cultural Hubs for 
Indigenous Cultures.” 
Américo Mendoza-Mori (2017) Chiricú Journal: Latina/o Literatures, 
Arts, and Cultures, vol. 1, no. 2, Indiana University Press, pp. 43–55, 
https://doi.org/10.2979/chiricu.1.2.05.



“Never feeling 
more like an 
outsider and [also] 
never happier!” 
(1969/1971)

- Quechua intellectual José María Arguedas on 
New York City 

(from the book The fox From Up Above and the 
Fox From Down Below)

Art : Bjorn Anka



• As the original inhabitants of the 
Americas, Indigenous communities 
resist and thrive across the 
hemisphere, despite the dynamics of 
colonization that still affect their 
existence and ways of living. Many 
prejudices affect these communities, 
sometimes perceived as ‘timeless’ 
and ‘pure’ subjects, when in reality 
adaptation and migration have been 
a constant characteristic for many of 
these groups. 

Indigenous migrant communities of Latin 
America



• We recognize the diversity of 
Indigenous Latinx communities across 
the United States and their migration 
processes and current enclaves:

Urban and rural areas: OaxaCalifornia, 
the Mixtec/Zapotec community in Los 
Angeles County; Guatemalan-Maya 
neighborhoods in South Florida and 
California; transnational communities in 
what is now the US-México border, 
among others; and (this presentation’s 
topic) Quechua/Kichwa-language 
speaking groups of Andean heritage in 
the Washington DC, Miami, and New 
York metro areas.

Indigenous migrant 
communities of Latin America



Quechua
The most widely spoken Indigenous 
language family in the Americas: 7-9 
million speakers

(Among its various types, Quechua has one of the largest populations of 
speakers of any indigenous language spoken in Latin America. 

“Runasimi” is the indigenous word for the language (or 
rather family of languages) that is commonly known as 
Quechua: runa = ‘people’, simi = mouth. 



“Puriq machu”

Nueva corónica y buen gobierno (1615) by 
Guamán Poma de Ayala

Primera Parte de los Comentarios Reales (1609) by Inca 
Garcilaso de la Vega

Historical context: Presence of Quechua during the Viceroyalty of Peru



Historical context:
Indigenismo/Cusqueñismo : Quechua portrayed as the Language of the Incas

The Inca and his retinue salute Peru’s President 
Manuel Prado, Cusco 1944

[photo and caption from Marisol de la Cadenas’s book 
Indigenous Mestizos]

Inti Raymi, Cusco 2015



Inti Raymi Celebration in Lima, Peru Inti Raymi Celebration in Lima

Andean Festivities in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia

Quito, Ecuador

Historical context:
Internal migration from rural to 
urban cities in the Andes



Renata Flores (Peruvian Quechua 
pop/trap Singer)

Liberato Kani (Quechua Hip Hop Artist)

Quechua: young urban & rural  millennials/Gen Z  .
Historical context:



“75% of an approximate of 69,260 victims were 
made up, according to [Peru’s 1980-2000] Truth 
Commission, by male and female peasants 
speaking a native language”

- Historian Cecilia Méndez on the final report of 
Peru’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Discrimination: Legacy / today 
Historical context:



48 Indigenous Languages are spoken in 
Peru

At Least 13% of Peruvians speak an Indigenous 
language

Info by Peru21 and Peru’s 
Ministry of Culture (2010 
Official Census)



Peru’s 2017 Official Census

Quechua speakers and cultural self-identification in Perú



Andean cultures 
and communities
in the United 
States



New York-based Quechua poet Fredy Roncalla



Quechua-Language 
initiatives in the 
diaspora



Runasimi Outreach 
Collective



Quechua 
Collective of 

New York







Quechua University Programs in the U.S.



The Quechua Project in the Washington, DC-area



The Quechua Alliance







Special thanks to all the masikuna (community 
members), who promote and strengthen Quechua 
language culture and culture in the Andes and beyond.


