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Linguistic variation and the teaching of Spanish:
Critical perspectives
with Jennifer Leeman

This presentation, organized in
collaboration  with  professor
Maria Luisa Parra (Harvard
University), examines the :

treatment of linguistic variation within the teaching of
Spanish as a second language and as a heritage
language, and critically analyzes various pedagogical
proposals with regard to their educational objectives. The
speaker adopts a critical pedagogical approach that
emphasizes the relationship of language to both identity
and power, and that calls for education to promote social
justice. She concludes by proposing an alternative
approach designed to promote students’ critical language
awareness regarding sociopolitical aspects of language
and to prepare them to challenge social and linguistic
hierarchies.

Jennifer Leeman is Professor of Hispanic Linguistics at
George Mason University. Her research focuses on
Spanish in the US, heritage language education,
language policy, and ideologies of ethnoracial and
linguistic identity in censuses. Her most recent
publication is Speaking Spanish in the US: The
Sociopolitics of Language (Multilingual Matters), with
Janet Fuller.

Esta sesion, organizada en

colaboracion con la
profesora Maria Luisa Parra
(Harvard University),

examinara el tratamiento de
la variacion lingliistica en la ensefianza del espafiol como
segunda lengua y como lengua de herencia, con una
revision critica de varias propuestas pedagogicas en
cuanto a sus objetivos educativos. La ponente adopta un
enfoque pedagdgico critico que pone énfasis en la
relacion del lenguaje con la identidad y con el poder, y
que defiende la educacion como medio de promover la
Justicia social. Concluird su sesion proponiendo un
enfoque alternativo disefiado para fomentar una
conciencia lingdiistica critica en los estudiantes en cuanto
a los aspectos sociopoliticos del lenguaje, que les prepare
para desafiar las jerarquias sociales y linglisticas.
Jennifer Leeman es profesora de Lingiiistica Hispanica
en George Mason University. Su investigacion se centra en
el espafiol en los EE.UU., la ensefianza de la lengua de
herencia, politica linglilstica, e ideologias de identidad
etnoracial 'y lingtistica en los censos. Su ultima
publicacion, escrita en colaboracion con Janet Fuller, es
Speaking Spanish in the US: The Sociopolitics of Language
[Hablar espafol en los EE.UU.: la sociopolitica del
lenguaje] (Multilingual Matters).

*Please note that it is not necessary to have a Zoom account to attend.

RSVP with full name and email address by writing to:
info-observatory@fas.harvard.edu.
Confirmed guests will receive instructions for attendance and additional meeting information at
the email address provided with RSVP.

This seminar will be given in English, followed by a Q&A in Spanish and English
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