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SOR JUANA INES DE LA CRUZ: ]
ENTRE LA LIBERTAD INTELECTUAL Y LAS BUROCRACIAS IDEOLOGICAS

Francisco Ramirez Santacruz

La vida de Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (¢1648/1651?-1695) estuvo llena de paradojas: fue hija de madre analfabeta, pero formd la biblioteca
privada mas grande de la Nueva Espafia; si bien en su tiempo la teologia estaba reservada al sexo masculino, fue una exégeta de la Biblia;
inclinada a las letras humanas, los hombres de Iglesia mas prominentes de México le recordaron con insistencia que su obligacion era
obedecer y vivir como buena esposa de Cristo. La conferencia pretende mostrar cdmo Sor Juana intentd, con mayor o menor éxito, reconciliar
sus dos personalidades, la de letrada y la de monja. Unica entre todas las religiosas y letrados del virreinato, Sor Juana encarnd en su siglo
la libertad intelectual y una forma extraordinaria de ser mujer.

Francisco Ramirez Santacruz es catedratico de literatura espafiola e hispanoamericana de la Benemérita Universidad Autonoma de Puebla en México.
Ha sido becario de la Fundacion Alexander von Humboldt en Colonia y profesor visitante en Basilea, Lyon y varias universidades mexicanas. Es
especialista en la literatura y cultura hispanica de la temprana modernidad de ambos lados del Atlantico y la literatura hispanoamericana del siglo
XX. Es autor de la mas reciente biografia Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz: La resistencia del deseo (Catedra, 2019). Actualmente se encuentra en Harvard
University como profesor visitante del Observatorio en el Department of Romance Languages and Literatures.

Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz’s life (1648 /16517-1695) was full of paradoxes. she was the daughter of an illiterate mother, but she formed the
largest private library in New Spain; although theology was an exclusively male activity in her time, she became an exegete of the Bible,
and despite her vocation for the humanities, the most prominent men of the Church in Mexico insistently reminded her that her obligation
was to obey and live as a good wife of Christ. This lecture aims to show how Sor Juana tried, with greater or lesser success, to reconcile
her two personalities, that of a scholar and that of a nun. Sister Juana was unique among all the nuns and scholars of the viceroyalty and,
in her century, she embodied intellectual freedom as well as an extraordinary way of being a woman.

Francisco Ramirez Santacruz is a Professor of Spanish and Latin American literature at the Benemérita Universidad Autonoma de Puebla in Mexico.
He has held a research grant at the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in Cologne and has been a visiting professor at Basel, Lyon, and several
Mexican universities. He is a specialist in Hispanic literature and culture of the early modern period at both sides of the Atlantic and in 20th century
Hispanic literature. He is the author of Sor Juana’s most recent biography: Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz: La resistencia del deseo (Catedra, 2019). He
/s currently at Harvard University as a visiting professor of the Observatory in the Department of Romance Languages and Literatures.
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